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Thltty recond Annual Report - Year ending 3t.3.2OO3

THE IAR6I KA[lltcAI (P€]tondnq cnouol

Margi, start€d in 1970, is cur€ntly tunctionitrg as a Kaliyogam (traini-ng

ctn performing group) from 1994-95. The importatrt features of the

Kaliyogam system fie:

Maintaidlg a group of excellent artistes graded under diferent
categories like Upadeshtavu (Gurd, Ailyasthaaam (Top level),
Q.narnltid4 ldatharam, Kuttitharam 6tber leveld as agairst the
old system of teachers ard stipendiaries; who had to leave the
irstitution on completion of the time bould couree Iiie 4 years, 6
yezrrs etc.

(The main pitfall in the time bouad courae, as experienced in premier

iDstitutions like Kerala Kalanandalam etc. is that, on conpletion of the

coulse, the artistes have to fend for theEselves to r€main irr the

profession. Ju.Bior artistes are seldom offered stage venues. In the r€sult

most of them had to earn their livelihood in other lay pro&ssions.

Actua]ly, Maryi has absorbed number of artistes from Kerala

Kalamandalam etc. and provided them fi-naacial supprt atrd performance

opportunities. Mary ofthem have turned out to be outstandiag artistes).

Continuous training and performa-nces side by side thmugbout the
lfetime of the artistes and staying together as a well kuil cohesive
utrit, whid.leads to high level production va.lues.
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lbis Bystem is the one most suit€d to restore the arts to their
former glory by enabling reviva.ls, creative elaboration through
poetic treatmert etc.

Ther€ is a consta.Dt challenge to the deative taleDts of the artistes
in every production and performance.

For a KaliJogam (traininc cum performaace organizatiod to function

effectively, the rnaio need is to have a loug term programme of
= .

traini4bedorEarxce echedules. this was spelt out by the late

Sri.DAppukuttaa Nair (Margi founder alrd a great theatre personality of

our times) It consists of new productioos on a continuous basisi not really

new, but revivals of a mu.ltitude of themes and theatre practices which

had lost ttreh way dowu the years of dwindling appeal for classical art

frrns. More precisely, for lGthakali, the continuous training is on

enacting all popular playe in their entirety and brhging oDstage, revivals

of extinct plays. h Koodiyattom, the wanilg phase was more pronounced

and whole playvacts had disappeared ftom stage a-nd much nore ground

bad to be covered to build up a sizable repertoire, which alone can sustain

an art for long. Hence, these processes werre set in notion quite early in

Margi by Sri. Nair as follows-

(l) He wrote enlarged performalce manuals for plays like
Nalacharitha parts I, tr, UI; BaranrdhoE; which plays had
infinite sc'ope for elaboration and deep poetic treatment-

(2) Ee wrote, perhaps fo! ttre first time, detailed performance
manuals for extinct plays belonging to the series krrosrn as
'Rama:rattom" authored by the former ruJer of the region known
as Kottarakkara Thampuran (these plays are very sig!.ificant as
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they mark, the very beginning of the art of lGthakdi itselt The
plays thus revived were Vischinnabhishekom and Kharavadhom
ard Sethubhatrandanan (compiled by Scholar $ri. S.G4resa
Iyer)

(3) For Koodiyattom, the revivals were Acts I, III alrd WI of
Salthibhadra's Ascharyachoodamani and Act II of Xulaseklara
Vaman's Subhadra Dhana:ojayam. The performance naluals
were prepared for Margi by Veterau Guru Padmasbree
Ammauur Madhava Chakiar. More ground wae cover€d later
by adding Bhasa's Mantrankom and Mahen&a Vikraman's
Mathavilasom (taught to If{argi artistes by tbe veteran Gulu
Sri. P.K.N.Nambiar)

Every year Margis working programme cousists of training on the tlemes

selected from the foregoing exteDsive naterial and performiDg them onstage.

In this format each session is a new presentatioq a challenge in creativity for

actor, singer and percussionist alike to crntinuously bone their respective

inuovative talents. This greatly helps to r€vitalize the arts.

ACIIIEVEMENTS 2OO2.2OO3

KATHAKALI

Folloriag the loDg'term guideliaes spelt out already, the enactmelt of the

Kathakali ciassic Kimeeravadhom was rehearsed a.nd performed in full after

several rehearsals. It took six eveniogs to completely €nact the play.

Between September and December the Margi Kathakali Group was on a 3

Eonth iong tour of Europe where 28 Katha&ali show6 atrd six lecture

demoDstratioDs were presented in Spaia, Germany, Poland, the Canary

Islands etc; the longe8t foreigr tour so far by Margi.
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KOODIYATTOM & NANGIARKOOTEU
llltAsupport froa Kepdra Sangeet Natak Akademi

Tlre weekly Koodiyatt m ehows, as per ongoitlg prograEme of support by the

Kendra Sangeet Nataka Academy, conti::ued during the year. This is the

l?h year of the SNA supported scheme and 3 9 programmes wer€ staged

during the year, covering a wide range; drawing ftom the vast repertoire built

up in N{argi durirg the plevious years as weU as from revivals aftger study of

texts as per current scheme. (Please see list ofprograumes)

Tberc was sigaificant progress in taking this art to a v/ider audience.

Prograrmes staged in tenples, the city mlleges and other University centres

as well as out reach programEes staged outside the Statb io centers like

Chennai, New Delhi etr. were ver? successzu il spreading the art aooDg

the younger generatioa of lovers of classical theatrc,

Another important developmelt dudng the year was the stagjng of

Koodiyattom in the "Kootbambalam" (traditional type of tbeatre stmctue)

recertly cotrstructed by the Departmelt of Culture, Governnent ofKerala ag

part of its exteBsive Culture Complex named after a geat Malqyalam poet

viz - The Vailopally SaDskrithi Bhavan- The llirector of this centre has

made available this facility to Margi on several occassiols durilg the year.

Naturally Kooiliyatton, the oldest Samlrit tbeatre of our lan4 when staged

in a Koothambalan acquires added appeal among tbeatre erthusiasts.

UNESCO Proclamatiop of Kmdivattom; the fallout

Meftion had been nade in the last araual report about Matgi'8 initiative iu

preparing canilidature file and submittilg it to the UNF.SCO with a three

hour video documentatior on Koodiyatton filmed in the Kidangoor and
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Haripad Koothambalams, by Adoor Gopala&rishnao,/.On lSth tr{al. 2001, for

the fust.time, LNESCO proclaiued 19 of the .world's rBost rcBarkabie

exampleg of the oral and intangible heritage. Selected by atr international 18

nember jury, the oD.ly entry from India - Koodiyattom, was ulanimously

selected and proclaimed as one of the 'Masterpieces of the Oral and

Iataagible Eeitage of HumanitJ/. Tbis was officially alrrouaced in New

Delhi by the Director General of L\TSCO at a meeting of the Koodiyattoe

Gurus. To mark the occasion, there was also a Koodiyattom programme at

the Ashoka f(otel ia which Margi artistes took part along with senior Gurus

and artistes from all the KoodiyattoE centers in Kerala.

The fallout of the IINESCO proclamatio! in fiuancial terns has since been

spelt out by the IJNESCO. As a first step a three year action plan has beeu

charted by the LINESCO with initial funding also. The Goveronent of India,

Ministry of Culture will also be providing funds alrd action is under way.

Margi is named as tbe National implementing agency for this I/NESCO

progTamme-

SNA ASSISTANCE FOR REVWAI,S _ NEW SCEEME

From 1.7.2000. the Kendra Sangeet Nataka A.kademy modified its pattern of

assistauce of support to Koodiyattom tbrough l\{argi. Monthly payEent was

sanctioned to all artistes for the object of studyiag a]ld elacting new dramatic

texts (revivals of old and discontinued Acts/Episodes etc) The performance

subsidy was hon-ever reduced from aiding four ptogrammes a month to t\po.

The total assistance (benefit to the artistes) however showed aa olrrall

ilcrease. (The assistande for costumes. percussion, instrumenta, programme

expeDses etc n'as,reduced iom RS.l lakl to Rs.50,000/- This sum is proving

MARGI Amlnl Repon 2002-2003



to be very insufrcient taking

seryices).

into account the cost escalation

Under the SNA assistaqce programme consisting of (i) Study of texts for

revivals and (2) their preseDtatjon on the Stage after rehearsals (the

perforoances a-lso include outreach programmes); dru.ing the year, the

follos.irg texts were studied

Act \4 of Saf,:thibhadra s Ascharva Choodamani viz.

Alsuleevanlom. I'his Act, which used to be performed in brief as a

ritual has been expanded to 32 days of performances in Margi,

based on the performance nanual by Koodiyattom Scholar Shri.

IiP.Naraya-na Pishar:adi

I{a}endra Vilrama Pallavan's Mathavilasom ulder the guidance of

Gum P.I(Narayanan Nambiar. The portion, entry of Kapali was

also performed after study ald rehearsals. This section is very

difficdt to handle involving elaborate rituals ard performance

modes; being perforoed now only by a few veteraua of the older

generatron.

Naneiarkoothu. Sree Ramacharithan. This performance manual,

authored by Malgi Sathi, is being studied, rehearsed and performed

i.n the Eouthly progranmes episodally.

Naleiarkoothu ' Subhadra's Nirvahanam. occurrins in Act V of

Kulasekbara Varman's Subhadra Dhananiavam. This new

perfor@aDce text, after study and supplementarjr choreographic

details, was perforned itr the monthly programmes. This revival

was also at the instance of Dr. Diane Daugherty as a conriluation

of her pmject Subhadra Dhanaqjayam Act II, completed last year.

0)
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Subhadra Dharariavam Act II which r_'as completc,l last year a{ter

study of texts & rehearsals, was also performll in c.nfinuation

durhg this year.

Out reach programmes

Thougb only sii programmes were envisaged as per ongoing scherDe, there

were several demands from various sources for staging Koodiyattom and

Narrgiarkoothui. Ws is an indication of the out'tsndiDg success of the SNA

spoasored Koodiyattom Scheoe. I{eace fourtcea prcgraamea were staged

duritg the year.

The outreach programmes targeted the art loviag youth of our State through

lecture demonstrations and programmes staged at colleges, University

ceDtres etc. A few arts associations also requested and made local

arraDgeoents for Koodiyattom and aaugiarkmthu prograEmes.

More importantly progtarnmes staged outside the state wer€ very successfi:l

and seij appreciated as revealed by press revievrsi briefrietails below.

7Ab AanuaI &nference and Muoic Festiual of the Mwic Acafumy; LheDnai -

Dec. 2002

I€cture DemoDstration and Nangiarkoothu - s"rge Ramacharitham by Margi

Satbi. The lecture was lart of the turies "The Dr.V.Raghavar

Shastiabdrripudhi Endowmentf lectures. Tle topic'Attaprakarams and

Kram adeepikas - Choreograpby for the Sanskr:'.: theatre art of.Koodryattom".

The demonstration was the episode "Sita Sv'ayz.ravara'
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:ii !;Zi:t lJif.zkala conference at Chemai (Krishna Gaza Sabha -December

2002)

Leading Daacers alld theatre specialists from all o].er tbe Country

participated. Margi Sathi presented aa episode &om Sree Krisbrra

Cbaritbam to illustrate the subdued role of the written text itr Koodiyattom

al1d the scope it afiords for extended enactment. The theme of the Conference

was "Dance - Context, Content and Core"

Koodiyatton at the Nimrana Palae ia Rajastbaa - November 20O2

A large gatherilg indudiag several foreigners witnessed "Surpanakanlon"

(Act II ofAscharyachoodamaui) presented by Margi.

Nangiarkoothu at the Kaaaniya theatrc, New Delhi - December 2(N2

A lalge gatherirrg witness€d NangiarLoothu by Magi Sathi; arranged by Dr.

Leela Omcheri

Uisit of the Chairman, Secrete4r and members of the SNA to Margi,

llivaadrum.

The Chairnan, Secretary and Members of the SNA visited Margt and

witnessed Koodiyattom and Nangiarkoothu presented by the Margi artistes.
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.Kerala SNA Aggard for Marg'i artiste

Margi Sathi was the rec€ipient of the award of the Kerala Sanseet Natak

Akademi for Koodiyattom for the year 2OO2-2O03.

ltainiag foreign echolars undet fCCR Scheae

Three foreiga scholars rec€ived training in Kathakali a.nd one foreigtr scholar

ir Koodiyattom $'ith support by the ICCR. Margi has been empanelled as an
institution for imparting trainfug to foreigx students. Our sincere thanls to

the ICCR are hereby placed on record.

European tour of the Margi Kathakali group under the auspices of ICCR
(Septenber -December 2002)

In an ertentended tour of Europe, a 14 member Kathakli group of senior and

acconplished artistes of Margi presented 28 Kathakali shows and 6 lecture

demonstrations in Spain, Germany, Poland, the Canary islands etc. The
progra&Ees attracted full houses ia all centers. There were special shows

for cbildren- On the whole it wag a very successfirl tour, proving the
popularity of our theatre art8 like I{athakli anong art lovers all over the

world. We ar€ exttrmely gratefirl to the ICCR for qronsoriug this foreiga

tour.

Children-s film on f,sthrlali [y 2 ppnch tean

A short frbo based on IGthpl.ali, aimed at creatiag awareness and

appreciation of tbis gleat art was produced i! Maryi with Margi artistes, by

a reputed teaqi from France.
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Feature including selections from KathrLali by the National Geographic TV

Channel

The National Geographic TV Chamel frbned scenes on Kathakali body

training (UzhichiD, exercises and a live Kathakali show in Margi, for telecast.

Docum.eutation of Kathakali & Koodivattom (CD and DVD)

The Invis Multimedia documented extended sessions of Kathakali,

Koodiyattom and nangiarkoothu with Margi artistes. The selections are:-

Kathakali - Kalyanasougandhikom, Kalakeyavadhomi Koodiyanom -

Balivadhom and Nangiarkoothu by Margi Sathi (Xamsavadhom)

PROCRAMMES STACED DURINC THE YEAR

IGthakali 7 programmes were staged dwing year at Margi,

Trivandrum and 6l programmes in various temples,

mostly in South Kerala.

Koodiyattom 39 programmes were staged under the support scheme ofthe

Kendra

Sangeet Natak Akademi, in Trivanrlrum at Margi

Natyagriha, the Vailopally Samskrithi Bhavan (the

traditional Kootharnbalam type theatre of the

Department of Cultuie, Goveinment of KeralaL Other

veDues were University Centres, Colleges in the State,

various temples in South Kerala (Vide list of programmes

appended Out reach programmes were staged in

coDnection with festivals etc. in centers outside the State

also such as New Delhi, Rajasthau, Chennai etc)
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, (MIMSTRY OF CI]Lfl]NE) GRANT

The \Iinistry of Culture, Government of India was kind enough to coutinue

the sala4'graqt assistance to 20 artistes in Margi. But, since there ar€ 40

artistes, there is a wide disparity in the earBings of the artistes. We bav€

requested the l\tinistry of Culture to coDsider this aspect and saaction salary

grant assistarce to all the Margi artistes.

For the current year, assistalce for Guru was also sarxctioued separately.

The assistance of the Ministry of Culture is an invaluable support anil

encouragement to the artistes of Margi, who are among the lowest paid ald

our heartfelt thads to the Govelnment oflndia are hereby placed on recorcl.

EOSTING OF WEB SITE www.marsitheatle-ors

1Ve have hosted our website - www.marsitheatre.ore. It features sections -

History, Philosophy, Art centers, IDformation atrout KatbLrli &

Koodiyattom, ITNESCO proclamation of Koodiyattom, Video documentation,

publications, Foreiga assigments etc. etc. With the aid of this InfoTech we

expect mucb greater response to and appreciation ofour traditiona.l arts.

REDUCTTON IN TFFI RECURRING GRANT

FROM TITF: GOVERNMENT OF KERALA

Mention had been made in the last annua.l report about the iaadequacy oftbe

present grant of Rs.10 lakh, fixed in 1997'98. Within this grarrt, the ,(}

artistes of tr{argi could be paid only very low salaries. These artistes are all

ver;' accomplished and senior members of the profession and had given of
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thcir best for the development of Kathakali and Koodiyattom, maintaining

the hishest standards & traditional values of these essential Kerala theatre

:rlts, which are increasingly bcing appreciated by more and morc art lovcrs.

Margi is the only institution for KathaLali aud Koodiyattom functioning in

the Capital city of our State. We were hoping that Government would

sanction a rational aalary structure for the very low paid artistes, comparable

to tbat in the Kerala Kalamandalam.

But, sadly, ilue to the overall finaucial stringency faced by Goverrnent

presunably, the grant was reduced from Rs.l0 lakh to Ra.6lak}I durine 2001.

2002 and the artiste's low salaries had to be slashed bv 40% at a time when

the artistes were iustifiablv hooins for an uoward r€vision. During the

curr€nt year al6o the grant was reduced and onb Rs.? lakh was released

resulting in a 30,6 cut.

We hope Govu'zment will take due note of thie eeriouo oituatioo a.od sa^ction

a rational salaryr etructute for the artiatee, iD the abeence ofwhich it would

be impseible to continue running Margi

ACN.IOWLEDGEMENTS

The committee would like to acknowledge its deep debt of gratitude to the

Government of Kerala, Department of Culture and the Director of Vailopally

Samekritbi Bhavan; GoverDment of India (Ministry of Culture); the Kendra

Sangeet Nataka Akademi; the lndian Council for Cultural Relations; the

Kerala Sangeet Natak Academy and the Travancore Devasom lloard.
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Our sirceie thalls aI€ due to the press in General zad in psrXicular the

leading tlailies lihe Malayala Manorama, Matbrubhumi, Kerala Kaumudl.

lbe Findrr lbe Indian Erpress etc- for their regular coverage of the

prcganmes ofMargi- lve arb extremely grat€ftlto the visual media 8lld the

Dr. AD.Danodaian
SECNBIARY

ttiruvanatUapuran
lE& June 2008
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LIfIT OF PROGRAMMES 2OO2.2OO3

trathatali

'z'ffi'zw| Kirmeeravadhom Port I
23'0lj-9f{}2 KirE€€ravadhom Part II
15-06-2002 Obgervare of'Guru Dinam'- GIoDage to past l{astere)

Nalacbarithan
'D'm2 KiraDeersvaalhom Part III
-12-?f{}2 Kila.neerevadhoo Palt W

26-01'2003 Kirameeravailhom PartV
27-01-2o$ Kirameeravadhom Part VI

Ootal seven programmes)
Koodivattom

(Under the auepicee of the Kendra Saageet Natat Akadeni)

L,420{}2 "Iho!8layudhod at Kerala Udvereity
2.4.2002 'Subhadra Dhanaajayaa' Act I, Sree l(rishna Temple, Kottarakkara
3.4.2002 NargiarLoothu'SrceR{oscharithaa'byMargiSathi

for Driyasave<Ii at theetthapsds$antapao
46.2002 'Subha&a Dhananjayam' Act I - Temple at Kottayam
20.5.2002'AecbaryachoodamaniSurpana}ankomattempleatKottarakkara
21.5.?.NZ Nalgiarkoothu by Margi Sathi at t€nple at Kottaraltara

.6,2fi2 Nargiarloothu by Msrgi Usba at temple at Kottaraklara
n.5.2ffi2'AgcharyachoodamadActVl,Auguleeyaakom
9,6.2002 Nargiartoothu 'Sree Ramacharitlam bf i:L:i;- 3ath: at

Vailopally Saoskrithi Bhavao
12.6,20n2 Aschalyachoodaoali'ActVIAnguleeyar.Lom
16.6.2002 'Subladra Dbaurljayao Act II
LLI.2ffi2'SubhadraDhananjayam'Actl,VailopallySamslrithibhavanbaa
L8.7.2N2 Mahen&aVikarsman'oMathavilssoe
21,7.20f.2 Ascbaryachoodamani Act IU Maya8€€thaDtom at Vailopally

Samokrithi Bhavaa
1I'8-2002 Ascharyachoodamad Act Matayuvadhom at Vailopally Samekithi

Bhavn
Mahendra Vikarama Pallavau's Mathavilasoa
Nangiarkoothu "Sree Rama Charitha$' by lrlargi Sathi 8t the
!'alilopalli
Samakrithi Bhavan
-{scharyachoodadani Act II "Surpana-Lankom- at the Vailopa.lli
Sanshithi Bhar.an
Kulaeekhara Varman's Tapati Sasvaiana-d at Veilopalli

Samekrithi Bhava.n
Naogiarkoothu by Margi Sathi at Powdiconalo teDiple
Naogiarkoothu by Marg: Satbi and Koodiyattom by Group
.{scharyachoodamad Act Il Surpana.kankom at lhilopally Samstrithi

L7.8.2002
18.8.2002

8.9.2002

r5.9.2002

21.9.2002
18.10.2002
20.70.2002

glavan
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2iil02(l02 Sutrl[dra Dhananjayam Act II
27.10.2002 Subhatlra Dhananjayam A4t Il at the Vailopally Saoehithi Bhavan
16.ll.2002 Subhatlra Dhananjayam Aat I at Jyothio A.kadeEi, Kazhatuttom
17.11.2002 Nnngiaikoothu by Margi Ueha at Vailopalli SaDskrithi Bhaval
2411.2W2 Subha<lra Dhananjayam Act lI at Vailopalli Sanskrithi Bhavan
22.12.2002 Ascharyachoodabani Act III Mayaseetankom at Vailopalli Samstrhti

' Bhavan
25.12.2002 Subha&a Dhananjayam at Temple, Sasthanalgalam
27.12.2002 SubhatLa Dhananjayan Act V, Subhatlrae Nilvahaaam by Maigi

Sathi
29.L2.2O92, Bbs6a'8 Mantranko6 at V8ilopalli SaE6liliti Bhaean
18.f.2003 Nargiarloothu by Maryi Ueha aril l{oodiyattom by Gmup at Ba€eliue

College, Kottayam
19.1.2003 Subhatlra Dhananjayam at Vailopalli Samelrhti Bhavan
26,f.2008 Nangiarloothu Sree RrEa Chadtham by Margi Ueha at Vaitropalli

Saoebhti Bhavan
8.2.2003 Patatam by Iklanaxlalam U&ilt"ishncn Nambiar and

Nargiarloothu by Mrrgi U6haFt Vailopalli SaEslrithi Bhavan
lO-2.2@3 Nargiarlootbu by Margi Sathi at Temple, Powdiloaan
15.2,2009 Bovadqiiuleeyam, Udyaravaroa4a by Margi Sathi and Usha at

' Vailopalli Samslrhti thava!
22.3.2003 Mabenilra Vilraman'e Matlavilaeom - Entry of Kapali by Sajeev

Narayaaa Cbaliar - at Vaitropalli Saoskrithi Bhavan
25.3.2008 Bhaoa'o Ma.ntrellom by Sqieev Narayana Chrlie.

(Total tbirty nirc progromroer)

Artist€s

Actors Margi Sajeev Nanyanq Chaljar
Msrgi Sathi
Margi Raman Chakiar
Potbiyil Narayana Chatiar
Margi Usha
Kalamandalam Raveendran

Peicu€sioaiBt6 Ka.ladandalaEUnnilri!,hnaDNanbi'r-Miz,havu
Margi Ram.n Ua.ui - Mizha ' ,,
P. KUnnikriehar Nambiar ' rizharrr
tlarinh Nambiar - Mizhavu
Margi Subramonian Potti' EdaLka
Margi Mohaoan - Thimila

Stage & Make up Margi Somadae
Margi Raveen&an
Margi Sree Kumar
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